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Understanding Scores

TOEFL Junior Standard
The information in this section will provide an explanation of the scores. For this reason, it is helpful to keep 
this Handbook and refer to it once the scores have been received. Please refer to Appendix E for the Test Score 
Descriptors.

TOEFL Junior Standard scores include three section scores and a total score and are determined by the number 
of questions a test taker has answered correctly. Some of the questions in the test may not count toward the 
section or total scores. Of the questions that count, each correct answer counts equally toward the score for that 
section. The number of correct responses on each section is converted to a scaled score that ranges from 200 
to 300 in increments of 5. The total scaled score is a sum of the three section scores, and, therefore, ranges from 
600–900 points in increments of 5. 

Scores from the three different sections should not be directly compared to each other because the measures are 
scaled independently. 

Test Section Score Range

Listening Comprehension 200–300

Language Form and Meaning 200–300

Reading Comprehension 200–300

Total Score 600–900

Overall Score Levels
The following table shows the TOEFL Junior Standard test overall score levels, total scale scores, overall 
performance descriptors and Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR) typical profiles. The table was 
based on a research study published in 2015 and was refined in 2021, after analysis of the scores of all test takers 
between 2016 and 2018. 

Performance descriptors represent performance in middle schools using English for instruction and show what a 
typical test taker at that level can do. The CEFR profile indicates the CEFR section-level scores a typical test taker 
would achieve on their overall TOEFL Junior score level. Because the overall score level is based on the total scale 
score achieved in the three test sections, the typical CEFR profile might not always apply to each individual test 
taker. For this reason, the CEFR level of each test section appears separately on the front page of the score report.
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Overall Score Level Total Scale 
Score Overall Performance Descriptor CEFR Profile

5
Superior

865–900
Consistently demonstrates comprehension of complex 

written and spoken materials, drawing on knowledge of 
complex language structures and vocabulary.

B2 for all sections

4
Accomplished

785–860
Often demonstrates comprehension of complex written 

and spoken materials, drawing on knowledge of complex 
language structures and vocabulary.

B1 for all sections

3
Expanding

730–780

Demonstrates comprehension of some complex 
written and spoken materials and most basic materials, 

drawing on knowledge of basic language structures and 
vocabulary.

Mostly B1 for 
all sections, but 
occasionally A2

2
Progressing

625–725
Occasionally demonstrates comprehension of basic 

written and spoken materials, drawing on knowledge of 
basic language structures and vocabulary.

Mostly A2 for 
all sections, but 
occasionally A1 
for Reading and 

Listening

1
Emerging

600–620

Can comprehend some very basic written and spoken 
texts, drawing on knowledge of basic language 

structures and vocabulary, but needs to further develop 
these language skills and comprehension abilities.

Mostly A1 for 
Listening and 

Reading; mostly A2 
for Language, Form 

and Meaning

Common European Framework of Reference
The Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR) is an international scale that describes language skills 
at different levels of proficiency (e.g., how well someone can speak English). The TOEFL Junior scores have been 
mapped for each test section and for the entire test to the CEFR to help see a test taker’s level on a global scale to 
get a better understanding of what test taker scores mean. For more information about the CEFR levels, visit the 
Resource page at www.ets.org/toefl/junior/resources.

Sections CEFR Below A2 CEFR Level A2 CEFR Level B1 CEFR Level B2

Listening Comprehension Under 210 210–240 245–285 290–300

Language Form and Meaning Under 210 210–245 250–275 280–300

Reading Comprehension Under 210 210–240 245–285 290–300

Lexile® Measure
English reading ability is a rewarding skill, but it takes practice to improve. The TOEFL Junior Standard test 
provides a Lexile measure on the score report to help test takers, parents and teachers select the most appropriate 
books. Lexile measures are the standard for matching readers with appropriate texts. Millions of English language 
learners and teachers worldwide use Lexile measures to improve reading in English and track progress over time. 
With Lexile measures, readers at every age and proficiency level can find the right books to read and improve. The 
service is free and easy to use. For more information, visit https://englishpractice.lexile.com.

http://www.ets.org/toefl/junior/resources
https://englishpractice.lexile.com

	Overview
	About the TOEFL Junior® Tests 
	Test Structure
	TOEFL Junior Standard
	TOEFL Junior Speaking
	TOEFL Junior Writing
	Test Takers with Disabilities

	Preparing to Take the Test
	Before the Test
	During the Test

	What to Bring for Testing
	Testing Procedures and Regulations
	Dismissal from a Test Session
	Identification
	Score Reports 
	Acceptable Scores 
	TOEFL Junior Standard
	TOEFL Junior Speaking
	TOEFL Junior Writing

	Understanding Scores
	TOEFL Junior Standard
	Overall Score Levels
	Common European Framework of Reference
	Lexile® Measure
	How Scores Are Reported

	TOEFL Junior Speaking
	Common European Framework of Reference
	How Scores Are Reported

	TOEFL Junior Writing
	Common European Framework of Reference
	How Scores Are Reported


	Certificates of Achievement
	Policies and Guidelines for the Use of TOEFL Junior Test Scores 
	Introduction
	Release of Test Results
	Test Fairness and Score Use
	Test Score Retention
	Testing Irregularities
	Policies
	Guidelines
	Normally Appropriate Uses and Misuses of TOEFL Junior Scores
	Appropriate Uses
	Misuses
	Comments

	Test Question Inquiries
	Appendix A
	Consent Form 

	Appendix B
	How to Complete Your Answer Sheet
	Appendix C
	Sample Answer Sheet
	Appendix D
	Example of a Completed Answer Sheet
	Appendix E
	Test Score Level Descriptors

	Standard Test Score Descriptors
	Speaking Score Level Descriptors
	Writing Score Level Descriptors
	Appendix F
	Sample Questions and Answer Sheet


	Listening Comprehension
	Language Form and Meaning
	Reading Comprehension
	Sample Questions Answer Sheet




